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Karlsruhe, Germany
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1996-1998 Laboratory Head, Clinic of Neurology, University of Medicine, Greifswald

1999-2004 Associate Professor of Neurobiology, Clinic of Neurology, University of Medicine, Greifswald,
Ernst-Moritz-Arndt University, Greifswald.

2004-2012 Professor of Experimental Neurology at the Department of Neurology and Head of the Research
Department, University of Medicine, Greifswald.

2012-2017 Professor of Experimental Neurology at the Department of Psychiatry and Head of the Research
Laboratory, University of Medicine, Rostock, Germany.

2016-present Professor of Experimental Neurology at the Chair of Vascular Neurology and Dementia,
Essen University Medical School, University of Medicine, Essen, Germany.

2017-present Adjunct Professor at Griffith University School of Medicine, Gold Coast Campus, QLD, Australia
2008-present Professor of Pathobiochemistry and Experimental Neurology, University of Medicine and
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2018-present: Director of the Center for Clinical and Experimental Medicine. University of Medicine and
Pharmacy, Craiova, Romania.
2016-present, Associate Professor, Chair of Biochemistry, University of Medicine and Pharmacy “luliu
Hateganu” Cluj-Napoca

Editor-in-Chief:
Journal of Aging and Restorative Medicine

Membership in editorial committees, IS/ Journals
Associate Editor:

BMC Geriatrics (London)

Frontiers Ageing Neuroscience

Frontiers in Neuroscience

Frontiers Cellular Neuroscience

Academic Editor
“PlosOne”

Section Editor
“Current Aging Science”


https://www.webofscience.com/wos/author/rid/E-2541-2013
https://www.webofscience.com/wos/author/rid/E-2541-2013

Member of the Editorial Board:
"Romanian Journal of Morphology and Embryology"”

BDI Journals

“Vascular Cell”

“J Gerontology and Geriatric Medicine”
“Biochemistry & Analytical Biochemistry”
“Reviews in Health Care”

Reviewer for grant applications for:
Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research
CURE Epilepsy (USA)

Irish Grant Agency

Swish Grant National Agency

Polish Grant Agency

Romania Grant Agency

Hong Kong Grant Agency

Hungarian Grant Agency

MRC (UK)

France (ANR)

»international Advisory Board” Member, “Society for the Study of Neuroprotection and
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Honorary Membership, “Serbian Association for anti-Aging Medicine”

2012-2015 IBRO Board, Member of the Pan-European Regional Committee

National Neuroscience Society of Romania/ Societatea Nationala de Neurostiinte, Vicepresident
since 2012.

Coordination/Networking activity

2008-2012 Coordinator of Neuroscience Research Programme at the Medical Faculty, Ernst-Moritz-Arndt
University, Greifswald;

2010-2012 Coordinator of the platform “Molecular Imaging in Neuroscience” at the Medical Faculty, Ernst-
Moritz-Arndt University, Greifswald. Coordinator of two FP7 projects, one focused on “Molecular
mechanisms underyling neurorehabilitation after brain injuries” and the other one on “Molecular imaging
in aging and neural repair”

Conference organizer: Adult Brain regeneration after injuries. First International Workshop: March 25-27,
2010. Greifswald, Germania.

Member of the Scientific Committee: The 5th Conference of the National Neuroscience Society of Romania

with an IBRO international symposium “From the neuron to the mind and beyond”, Octombrie 2014,

Bucuresti.
Member of the Scientific Committee The 4th Conference of the National Neuroscience Society of Romania
with an IBRO international symposium ,,Abnormal brain conectivity”, Octombrie 2013, Bucharest.

Minisymposium organizer EU Programme, Lifelong Learning Programme: Next Generation Leaders in Biology of Ageing.
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Research interest and expertise
The aim my group is to unravel cellular and molecular mechanisms underlying aging progression and its
significance for brain diseases. The group has a long-standing interest in molecular mechanisms of brain



remodeling in the aged brain. My group has studied the plasticity of the aging brain in response to stimuli
on a background of comorbidities for more than 15 years and to stroke injury for the last 10 years. His
group has tested on an aged animal model of stroke various treatments including hypothermia, caloric
restriction and stem cells (bone marrow-derived mesenchymal cells, bone marrow-derived mononuclear
cells, and microfragmented fat cells of human origin). Recently, we finalized a project using MSC-derived
exosomes to improve cellular and behavioral indices of recuperation in aged rats vs young animals. Quite
recently, we tested the efficacy of retroviral conversion of glial cells into neurons in lesioned area after
stroke in aged animals in an attempt to restore the cellular balance in the neurovascular unit. My group
is also interested in circadian rhythmicity and neuropsychiatric diseases.

Expertise: aged animals models of cerebral ischemia; behavioral analysis; recording of EEG and various
physiological parameters by telemetric measurements; MRI for small animals; immunohistochemical
procedures, proteomics, genomics.
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Neuroprotective effecst of hypothermia. An MRI study.
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Grant money: 3,05 millions Euro

2009-2012

FP7: Improvement of the research competitiveness in neuroscience at the Ernst Moritz Arndt
University of Greifswald
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Multimodal Approaches for Regenerative Stroke Therapies. Therapeutic benefit of bone marrow
stem cells administered to aged rats after stroke.
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Grant agreement no: 01GN0982;

Grant money: 760.000 Euro
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FP7: Improvement of the research competitiveness in molecular imaging at the Ernst Moritz Arndt
University of Greifswald
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Grant agreement no.: 264143
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Age-related deterioration of biological pathways and their significance for brain tissue
regeneration and functional recuperation after stroke

Acronym: Regeneratome

Grant agreement no: PN-1I-ID-PCE-2011-3-0848 IDEI

Grant money: 410.000 Euro
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Cellular therapy of stroke

Acronym: CELEST

Grant agreement no: PCCA 80/2012
Grant money: 410.000 Euro

2011-2012 "Systemic regulatory mechanisms to cope with persistent energy excess in aging systems"
Grant agreement no: MOE 10/73
Grant money: 24.000 EURO

2016-2021 Horizont 2020 “Comorbid Conditions of ADHD (CORA)”
Grant Agreement no 667302
Grant money: 6 mil EURO

2016-2019 “Restore cell balance in the aged brain after stroke by direct in vivo reprogramming technology”
(REPROSTROKE) PN-I1I-P4-1D-PCE-2016-0340. Funds: 185.000 Euro

2017-2019 “Development of a novel stem cell-seeded hydrogel to support the recovery of brain structure
and function after stroke” (STEMSTROKE) PN-III-CERC-CO-PED-2016. Funds: 115.000 Euro

2020-2023 ERANET-Neuron project: Identification and clinical validation of biomarkers for long-term
outcome after cerebral ischemia (Coordinator). Funds: 1,15 Mil Euro

2021-2024 EURONANOMED project: ”Anti-inflammatory miRNA nanoshuttles as therapeutic
strategy for stroke” (Acronym: Nano4Stroke)
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2021-2024 UEFISCDI-PCE. Gene therapy conversion of activated cortical astrocytes into neurons
in an aged mouse model of cerebral ischemia”; Grant No PN-I1I-P4-ID-PCE-2020-059.
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2023-2026: EUROPEAN UNION: Targeting macrophages/ monocytes in the aged ischemic brain by
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Leadership and Mentoring Skills

Invited to the EU sponsored ‘Next generation leaders in Biology of Aging’
for Master and PhD students; University of Bologna, Rimini Campus.

1) The Role of Aging in Cerebrovascular Disorders

2) Cellular Responses to Brain Injuries

Supervisor of:
30 PhD works

Learning and Teaching

1) Postgraduate lectures on Neurobiology of Ageing at the University of Medicine Greifswald,
Germany

2) Currently teaching Pathobiochemistry for the English Section at the University of Medicine and
Pharmacy Craiova, Romania
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Giebel B, Gunzer M, Popa-Wagner A, Doeppner TR, Hermann DM. Neural precursor cell delivery induces
acute post-ischemic cerebroprotection, but fails to promote long-term stroke recovery in hyperlipidemic
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significant importance for older patients. J Am Geriatr Soc. 2023 May 24. doi: 10.1111/jgs.18414. IF = 7,52
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160. Surugiu R, Burdusel D, Ruscu MA, Cercel A, Hermann DM, Cadenas IF, Popa-Wagner A. Clinical Ageing.
Subcell Biochem. 2023;103:437-458. doi: 10.1007/978-3-031-26576-1_16. PMID: 37120476. IF = 5,39

159. Beker MC, Aydinli FI, Caglayan AB, Beker M, Baygul O, Caglayan A, Popa-Wagner A, Doeppner TR,
Hermann DM, Kilic E. Age-Associated Resilience Against Ischemic Injury in Mice Exposed to Transient
Middle Cerebral Artery Occlusion. Mol Neurobiol. 2023; doi: 10.1007/s12035-023-03353-4. Epub ahead of
print. PMID: 37093494. IF = 5,59

158. Boldeanu LC, Popa-Wagner* A, Boariu M, Stratul SI, Rusu D, Vela O, Roman A, Surlin P, Kardaras G,
Chinnici S, Vaduva A. Influence of Section Thickness on the Accuracy and Specificity of Histometric
Parameters Using Confocal Laser Scanning Microscopy in a Canine Model of Experimental Peri-Implantitis-A
Proof of Concept. J Clin Med. 2023; 23;12(7):2462. doi: 10.3390/jcm12072462. PMID: 37048546; PMCID:
PMC10095515. *Corresponding author; IF = 4,2

157. Colita Cl, Olaru DG, Colita D, Hermann DM, Colita E, Glavan D, Popa-Wagner A. Induced Coma, Death,
and Organ Transplantation: A Physiologic, Genetic, and Theological Perspective. Int J Mol Sci. 2023 Mar
17;24(6):5744. doi: 10.3390/ijms24065744. PMID: 36982814; PMCID: PMC10059721. IF = 6,2

156. Badoiu A, Mitran SI, Catalin B, Balseanu TA, Popa-Wagner A, Gherghina FL, Albu CV, Sandu RE. From
Molecule to Patient Rehabilitation: The Impact of Transcranial Direct Current Stimulation and Magnetic
Stimulation on Stroke-A Narrative Review. Neural Plast. 2023; 2023:5044065. doi: 10.1155/2023/5044065.
PMID: 36895285; IF = 3.15

155. Godeanu S, Clarke D, Stopper L, Deftu AF, Popa-Wagner A, Balseanu AT, Scheller A, Catalin B.
Microglial morphology in the somatosensory cortex across lifespan. A quantitative study. Dev Dyn. 2023;
doi: 10.1002/dvdy.582. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 36883224.

IF=2.84

154. Pinosanu LR, Capitanescu B, Glavan D, Godeanu S, Cadenas IFN, Doeppner TR, Hermann DM, Balseanu
AT, Bogdan C, Popa-Wagner A. Neuroglia Cells Transcriptomic in Brain Development, Aging and
Neurodegenerative Diseases. Aging Dis. 2023;14(1):63-83. doi: 10.14336/AD.2022.0621. PMID:

36818562; IF=9.96

153. Burlacu CC, Ciobanu D, Badulescu AV, Chelaru VF, Mitre AO, Capitanescu B, Hermann DM, Popa-
Wagner A. Circulating MicroRNAs and Extracellular Vesicle-Derived MicroRNAs as Predictors of Functional
Recovery in Ischemic Stroke Patients: A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis. Int J Mol Sci. 2022 Dec
23;24(1):251. doi: 10.3390/ijms24010251. PMID: 36613694; PMCID: PM(C9820088. IF =6.20

152b. Stanomir, A.; Mihu, C.M.; Rednic, S.; Pamfil, C.; Roman, A.; Soanca, A.; Micu, |.C.; Bulboaca, A.E.;
Stratul, S.1.; Popa-Wagner*, A.; Pall, E. Oral Mesenchymal Stromal Cells in Systemic Sclerosis:
Characterization and Response to a Hyaluronic-Acid-Based Biomaterial. Appl. Sci. 2021, 11, 8101.
https://doi.org/10.3390/app11178101. *Corresponding author (BDI)
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152. Raza SS, Azari H, Morris VB, Popa Wagner A. Editorial: Advances and challenges in stroke therapy: A
regenerative prospective. Front Neurosci. 2022;16:1102119. doi: 10.3389/fnins.2022.1102119. PMID:
36578826; PMCID: PM(C9791250. IF =5.15
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Stratul SI. Histomorphometrical and CBCT Evaluation of Tissue Loss Progression Induced by Consecutive,
Alternate Ligatures in Experimental Peri-Implantitis in a Dog Model: A Pilot Study. J Clin Med.
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*Corresponding author; IF =4.20
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Popa-Wagner A, Bulboaca AE. Periodontitis in Ischemic Stroke Patients: Case Definition Challenges of the
New Classification Scheme (2018). J Clin Med. 2022 Jan 20;11(3):520. doi: 10.3390/jcm11030520. PMID:
35159973; PMCID: PMC8836590. *Corresponding author; IF =4.20
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Popa-Wagner A. Long-term treatment with chloroquine increases lifespan in middle-aged male mice
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2022;14(10):4195-4210. doi: 10.18632/aging.204069. PMID: 35609021; PMCID: PMC9186778. IF =5.95
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enrichment and isolation on behavioral and histological indices following focal ischemia in old rats.
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146. Dumitrascu DI, Popa Wagner A. Ageing and comorbidities in humans with antigliadin antibodies. J
Gastrointestin Liver Dis. 2022 Sep 16;31(3):368-358. doi: 10.15403/jgld-4465. PMID: 36112711.
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Mesenchymal stromal cell-derived small extracellular vesicles promote neurological recovery and brain
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Gunzer M, Popa-Wagner A, Doeppner TR, Giebel B, Hermann DM. Postischemic Neuroprotection
Associated With Anti-Inflammatory Effects by Mesenchymal Stromal Cell-Derived Small Extracellular
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